• THE   PRESENT   CONDITION   OF   RUSSIA
which is to abolish capitalism throughout the world,
happened to begin in Russia, though Marxism theory
would seem to demand that it should begin in America.
In countries where the revolution has not yet broken
out, the sole duty of a Communist is to hasten its
advent. Agreements with capitalist States can only be
make-shifts, and can never amount on either side to a
sincere peace, No real good can come to any country
without a bloody revolution: English Labour men may
fancy that a peaceful evolution is possible, but they will
find their mistake. Lenin told me that he hopes to see
a Labour Government in England, and would wish his
supporters to work for it, but solely in order that the
futility of Parliamentarism may be conclusively demon-
strated to the British working man. Nothing will do
any real good except the arming of the proletariat and
the disarming of the bourgeoisie. Those who preach
anything else are social traitors or deluded fools.
For my part, after weighing this theory carefully,
and after admitting the whole of its indictment, of
bourgeois capitalism, I find myself definitely and strongly
opposed to it. The Third International is an organiza-
tion which exists to promote the class-war and to
hasten the advent of revolution everywhere. My objec-
tion is not that capitalism is less bad than the Bolsheviks
believe, but that Socialism is less good, not in its best
form, but in the only form which is likely to be brought
about by war. The evils of war, especially of civil war,
are certain and very great; the gains to be achieved by
victory are problematical. In the course of a desperate
struggle, the heritage of civilization is likely to be lost,
while hatred, suspicion, and cruelty become normal in
the relations of human beings. In order to succeed in
war, a concentration of power is necessary, and from
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